The Heart Goes Last

Living in their car, surviving on tips, Charmaine and Stan are in a despe-
rate state. So, when they see an advertisement for Consilience, a ‘social
experiment’ offering stable jobs and a home of their own, they sign up
immediately. All they have to do in return for suburban paradise is give
up their freedom every second month — swapping their home for a prison
cell. At first, all is well. But then, unknown to each other, Stan and Char-
maine develop passionate obsessions with their ‘Alternates,’ the couple
that occupy their house when they are in prison. Soon the pressures of
conformity, mistrust, guilt and sexual desire begin to take over.
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The Heart Goes Last

Living in their car, surviving on tips, Charmaine and Stan are in a des-
perate state. So, when they see an advertisement for Consilience, a
‘social experiment’ offering stable jobs and a home of their own, they
sign up immediately. All they have to do in return for suburban paradi-
se is give up their freedom every second month — swapping their home
for a prison cell. At first, all is well. But then, unknown to each other,
Stan and Charmaine develop passionate obsessions with their
‘Alternates,’ the couple that occupy their house when they are in pri-
son. Soon the pressures of conformity, mistrust, guilt and sexual desire
begin to take over.

Margaret Atwood

Margaret Atwood was born in 1939 in Ottawa and grew up in northern
Ontario, Quebec, and Toronto. She received her undergraduate de-
gree from Victoria College at the University of Toronto and her mas-
ter's degree from Radcliffe College.

Throughout her writing career, Margaret Atwood has received nume-
rous awards and honourary degrees. She is the author of more than
thirty-five volumes of poetry, children’s literature, fiction, and non-
fiction and is perhaps best known for her novels, which include The
Edible Woman (1970), The Handmaid's Tale (1983), The Robber Bride
(1994), Alias Grace (1996), and The Blind Assassin, which won the
prestigious Booker Prize in 2000. Atwood's dystopic novel, Oryx and
Crake, was published in 2003. The Tent (mini-fictions) and Moral Di-
sorder (short stories) both appeared in 2006. Her most recent volume
of poetry, The Door, was published in 2007. Her non-fiction book, Pay-
back: Debt and the Shadow Side of Wealth - in the Massey series, ap-
peared in 2008, and her most recent novel, The Year of the Flood, in
the autumn of 2009. Ms. Atwood's work has been published in more
than forty languages, including Farsi, Japanese, Turkish, Finnish, Ko-
rean, Icelandic and Estonian. In 2004 she co-invented the Long Pen
TM.

Margaret Atwood currently lives in Toronto with writer Graeme Gib-
son.
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