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Alice Munro was born Alice Ann Laidlaw in Wingham, Ontario. Her father, 
was a fox and mink farmer, and her mother, was a schoolteacher. Munro 
began writing as a teenager, publishing her first story, "The Dimensions of a 
Shadow," in 1950 while studying English and journalism at the University of 
Western Ontario under a two-year scholarship. During this period she wor-
ked as a waitress, a tobacco picker, and a library clerk. In 1951, she left the 
university, where she had been majoring in English since 1949, to marry fe-
llow student James Munro. They moved to Dundarave, West Vancouver, for 
James's job in a department store. In 1963, the couple moved to Victoria, 
where they opened Munro's Books, which still operates. 
Alice Ann Munro is a Canadian author writing in English.. Munro's work has 
been described as having revolutionized the architecture of short stories, es-
pecially in its tendency to move forward and backward in time. Her stories 
have been said to "embed more than announce, reveal more than parade”. 
Munro's fiction is most often set in her native Huron County in southwestern 
Ontario. Her stories explore human complexities in an uncomplicated prose 
style. Munro's writing has established her as "one of our greatest contempo-
rary writers of fiction," or, as Cynthia Ozick put it, "our Chekhov. Munro is the 
recipient of many literary accolades, including the 2013 Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture for her work as "master of the contemporary short story", and the 
2009 Man Booker International Prize for her lifetime body of work. She is 
also a three-time winner of Canada's Governor General's Award for fiction 
and was the recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's 1996 Marian Engel 
Award, as well as the 2004 Rogers Writers' Trust Fiction Prize for Runaway. 
 

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage is the title story of a 
book of short stories by Alice Munro, published by McClelland and Ste-
wart in 2001. 
The story "Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage" is about Jo-
hanna, a plain, poor, unmarried woman, works as a housekeeper for Mr. 
McCauley and his granddaughter Sabitha. Sabitha's mother is dead, and her 
father, Ken Boudreau, lives elsewhere in poverty, frequently pleading with 
his father-in-law for money. She is friends with Edith, a blacksmith's daugh-
ter who feels bored with her constricting blue-collar lifestyle. Edith devises a 
hoax in which she and Sabitha forge love letters from Sabitha's father to Jo-
hanna. Johanna, convinced by the letters that Ken will marry her, uses her 
substantial savings to travel to his remote location in rural Canada. She dis-
covers that Ken has fallen ill, and, lovingly, she nurses him back to health. 
Having realized that Ken cannot control his own life, Johanna takes charge 
and arranges for them to start a new life. 
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Alice Munro was born Alice Ann Laidlaw in Wingham, Ontario. Her father, 
was a fox and mink farmer, and her mother, was a schoolteacher. Munro 
began writing as a teenager, publishing her first story, "The Dimensions of 
a Shadow," in 1950 while studying English and journalism at the University 
of Western Ontario under a two-year scholarship. During this period she 
worked as a waitress, a tobacco picker, and a library clerk. In 1951, she left 
the university, where she had been majoring in English since 1949, to ma-
rry fellow student James Munro. They moved to Dundarave, West Vancou-
ver, for James's job in a department store. In 1963, the couple moved 
to Victoria, where they opened Munro's Books, which still operates. 
Alice Ann Munro is a Canadian author writing in English.. Munro's work has 
been described as having revolutionized the architecture of short stories, 
especially in its tendency to move forward and backward in time. Her sto-
ries have been said to "embed more than announce, reveal more than pa-
rade”. Munro's fiction is most often set in her native Huron Coun-
ty in southwestern Ontario. Her stories explore human complexities in an 
uncomplicated prose style. Munro's writing has established her as "one of 
our greatest contemporary writers of fiction," or, as Cynthia Ozick put it, 
"our Chekhov. Munro is the recipient of many literary accolades, including 
the 2013 Nobel Prize in Literature for her work as "master of the contem-
porary short story", and the 2009 Man Booker International Prize for her 
lifetime body of work. She is also a three-time winner of Cana-
da's Governor General's Award for fiction and was the recipient of 
the Writers' Trust of Canada's 1996 Marian Engel Award, as well as the 
2004 Rogers Writers' Trust Fiction Prize for Runaway. 
 

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage is the title story of a 
book of short stories by Alice Munro, published by McClelland and Ste-
wart in 2001. 
The story "Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage" is about 
Johanna, a plain, poor, unmarried woman, works as a housekeeper for Mr. 
McCauley and his granddaughter Sabitha. Sabitha's mother is dead, and 
her father, Ken Boudreau, lives elsewhere in poverty, frequently pleading 
with his father-in-law for money. She is friends with Edith, a blacksmith's 
daughter who feels bored with her constricting blue-collar lifestyle. Edith 
devises a hoax in which she and Sabitha forge love letters from Sabitha's 
father to Johanna. Johanna, convinced by the letters that Ken will marry 
her, uses her substantial savings to travel to his remote location in rural 
Canada. She discovers that Ken has fallen ill, and, lovingly, she nurses him 
back to health. Having realized that Ken cannot control his own life, Johan-
na takes charge and arranges for them to start a new life. 
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