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Go Set a Watchman 

Go Set a Watchman is set during the mid-1950s and features many of the cha-
racters from To Kill a Mockingbird some twenty years later. Scout (Jean Louise 
Finch) has returned to Maycomb from New York to visit her father Atticus. She 
is forced to grapple with issues both personal and political as she tries to un-
derstand both her father’s attitude toward society, and her own feelings about 
the place where she was born and spent her childhood. 
 

An historic literary event: the publication of a newly discovered novel, the ear-
liest known work from Harper Lee, the beloved, bestselling author of the Pulit-
zer Prize-winning classic, To Kill a Mockingbird. 
 

Originally written in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman was the novel Harper 
Lee first submitted to her publishers before To Kill a Mockingbird. Assumed to 
have been lost, the manuscript was discovered in late 2014. 
Exploring how the characters from To Kill a Mockingbird are adjusting to the 
turbulent events transforming mid-1950s America, Go Set a Watchman casts a 
fascinating new light on Harper Lee's enduring classic. Moving, funny and com-
pelling, it stands as a magnificent novel in its own right. 

Biography of Harper Lee 

Nelle Harper Lee was born on April 28, 1926, and died February 19, 2016 
(aged 89)Monroeville, Alabama, U.S. Harper Lee grew up in the small south-
western Alabama town of Monroeville. Her father, was a lawyer. As a child, Lee 
was a tomboy and a precocious reader, and she enjoyed the friendship of her 
schoolmate and neighbor, the young Truman Capote. 

Lee studied first at Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama (1944-45), 
and then pursued a law degree at the University of Alabama (1945-49). 
Late in 1950s, she resolved to devote herself to writing. Lee lived a frugal lifes-
tyle, traveling between her cold-water-only apartment in New York to her family 
home in Alabama to care for her ailing father. 
She worked in Holcombe, Kansas, as a research assistant for Truman Capote's 
novel In Cold Blood in 1959. Ever since the first days of their childhood friends-
hip, Capote and Lee remained close friends. 
Lee published her first and only novel, To Kill a Mockingbird], in 1960.To Kill a 
Mockingbird won the 1961 Pulitzer Prize. The novel was highly popular, 
Though in composing the novel she delved into her own experiences as a child 
in Monroeville, Lee intended that the book impart the sense of any small town 
in the Deep South, as well as the universal characteristics of human beings. 
The book was made into a successful movie in 1962, starring Gregory Peck as 
Atticus. 
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Go Set a Watchman 

Go Set a Watchman is set during the mid-1950s and features many of the 
characters from To Kill a Mockingbird some twenty years later. Scout (Jean 
Louise Finch) has returned to Maycomb from New York to visit her father Atti-
cus. She is forced to grapple with issues both personal and political as she 
tries to understand both her father’s attitude toward society, and her own fee-
lings about the place where she was born and spent her childhood. 
 

An historic literary event: the publication of a newly discovered novel, the ear-
liest known work from Harper Lee, the beloved, bestselling author of the Pu-
litzer Prize-winning classic, To Kill a Mockingbird. 
 

Originally written in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman was the novel Har-
per Lee first submitted to her publishers before To Kill a Mockingbird. Assu-
med to have been lost, the manuscript was discovered in late 2014. 
Exploring how the characters from To Kill a Mockingbird are adjusting to the 
turbulent events transforming mid-1950s America, Go Set a Watchman casts 
a fascinating new light on Harper Lee's enduring classic. Moving, funny and 
compelling, it stands as a magnificent novel in its own right. 

Biography of Harper Lee 

Nelle Harper Lee was born on April 28, 1926, and died February 19, 2016 
(aged 89)Monroeville, Alabama, U.S. Harper Lee grew up in the small south-
western Alabama town of Monroeville. Her father, was a lawyer. As a child, 
Lee was a tomboy and a precocious reader, and she enjoyed the friendship 
of her schoolmate and neighbor, the young Truman Capote. 

Lee studied first at Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama (1944-45), 
and then pursued a law degree at the University of Alabama (1945-49). 
Late in 1950s, she resolved to devote herself to writing. Lee lived a frugal 
lifestyle, traveling between her cold-water-only apartment in New York to her 
family home in Alabama to care for her ailing father. 
She worked in Holcombe, Kansas, as a research assistant for Truman Capo-
te's novel In Cold Blood in 1959. Ever since the first days of their childhood 
friendship, Capote and Lee remained close friends. 
Lee published her first and only novel, To Kill a Mockingbird], in 1960.To Kill 
a Mockingbird won the 1961 Pulitzer Prize. The novel was highly popular, 
Though in composing the novel she delved into her own experiences as a 
child in Monroeville, Lee intended that the book impart the sense of any small 
town in the Deep South, as well as the universal characteristics of human 
beings. The book was made into a successful movie in 1962, starring Grego-
ry Peck as Atticus. 
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